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STORIES FOR KIDS AGES 3-5  
 

CONTENT 

Þ The Lion and the Mouse 

Þ The Hare and the Tortoise 

Þ The hungry fox who got caught in the 

tree trunk 

Þ The Greedy Mouse 

Þ The Goose with the Golden Eggs 

  



 

infinityclasses 2 

The Lion and the Mouse 
 
 

 
 
Once when a lion, the king of the jungle, was asleep, a 

little mouse began running up and down on him. This 

soon awakened the lion, who placed his huge paw on 

the mouse, and opened his big jaws to swallow him. 

"Pardon, O King!" cried the little mouse. "Forgive me 

this time. I shall never repeat it and I shall  
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never forget your kindness. And who knows, I may be 

able to do you a good turn one of these days!” 

The lion was so tickled by the idea of the mouse being 

able to help him that he lifted his paw and let him go. 

Sometime later, a few hunters captured the lion, and 

tied him to a tree. After that they went in search of a 

wagon, to take him to the zoo. 
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Just then the little mouse happened to pass by. On 

seeing the lion’s plight, he ran up to him and gnawed 

away the ropes that bound him, the king of the jungle.  

"Was I not right?" said the little mouse, very happy to 

help the lion.  

MORAL: Small acts of kindness will be rewarded 

greatly.  
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The Hare and The Tortoise 
 
 

 

There once was a speedy Hare who bragged about how 

fast he could run. Tired of hearing him boast, the 

Tortoise challenged him to a race. All the animals in the 

forest gathered to watch. 

The Hare ran down the road for a while and then paused 

to rest. He looked back at the tortoise and cried out, 
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"How do you expect to win this race when you are 

walking along at your slow, slow pace?" 

The Hare stretched himself out alongside the road and 

fell asleep, thinking, "There is plenty of time to relax." 

 

The Tortoise walked and walked, never ever stopping 

until he came to the finish line. 

The animals who were watching cheered so loudly for 

Tortoise that they woke up the Hare. The Hare 
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stretched, yawned and began to run again, but it was 

too late. Tortoise had already crossed the finish line. 

Moral: Slow and steady wins the race.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

infinityclasses 8 

The hungry fox who got caught in the tree 
trunk 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Once upon a time, there was a hungry fox that was 

looking for something to eat. He was very hungry. No 

matter how hard he tried, the fox could not find food. 

Finally he went to the edge of the forest and searched 
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there for food. Suddenly he caught sight of a big tree 

with a hole in it.  

Inside the hole was a package. The hungry fox 

immediately thought that there might be food in it, and 

became very happy. He jumped into the hole. When he 

opened the package, he saw slices of bread, meat and 

fruit in it! 

An old woodcutter had placed the food in the tree trunk 

before he began to cut down trees in the forest. He was 

going to eat it for his lunch. 

The fox happily began to eat. After he finished eating, 

he felt thirsty and decided to leave the hole and drink 

some water from a nearby spring. However, no matter 

how hard he tried, he could not get out of the hole.  

Do you know why?  
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        Yes, the fox had eaten so much food that he 

became too big to fit through the hole! 

The fox was very sad and upset. He told himself, “I wish 

I had thought a little before jumping into the hole.” 

Yes children, this is the result of doing something 

without thinking about it first. 
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The Greedy Mouse 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

A greedy mouse saw a basket full of corn. He wanted to 

eat it. So he made a small hole in the basket. He 

squeezed in through the hole. He ate a lot of corn. He 

felt full and was very happy. 
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Now he wanted to come out. He tried to come out 

through the small hole. He could not. His belly was full. 

He tried again. But it was of no use. 

The mouse started crying. A rabbit was passing by. It 

heard the mouse’s cry and asked, “Why are you crying, 

my friend?” 

The mouse explained, “I made a small hole and came 

into the basket to eat the corn. Now I am not able to 

get out through that hole.” 

The rabbit said, “It is because you ate too much. Wait 

till your belly shrinks.” The rabbit laughed and went 

away.  

The mouse fell asleep in the basket. The next morning 

his belly had shrunk. But he wanted to eat some more 
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corn. He forgot all about getting out of the basket. So 

he ate the corn and his belly was really big again.  

After eating, the mouse remembered that he had to 

escape. But obviously, he could not. So he thought, “Oh! 

Now I will go out tomorrow.” 

The cat was the next passer-by. He smelt the mouse in 

the basket. He lifted its lid and ate the mouse. 

 

MORAL: TOO MUCH OF GREED IS HARMFUL. 
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The Goose with the Golden Eggs 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Once upon a time, a man and his wife had the good 

fortune to have a goose which laid a golden egg every 

day. Lucky though they were, they soon began to think 

they were not getting rich fast enough. 
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They imagined that if the bird is able to lay golden eggs, 

its insides must be made of gold. And they thought that 

if they could get all that precious metal at once, they  

would get mighty rich very soon. So the man and his 

wife decided to kill the bird.  

However, upon cutting the goose open, they were 

shocked to find that its innards were like that of any 

other goose! 

 

MORAL: THINK BEFORE YOU ACT 

 

 

 


